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God welcomes you into His Family

Dear Parents/Guardians, A h

¥

Congratulations on the birth of your baby. We cele- ‘" @ -

brate your decision to be a Catholic family and to “ ﬂm

have your baby join our Parish Church. Each person

who joins becomes Godds chiId, and i-

ing for the whole community.

We hope the following information will help you feel involved, supported  y—t
and welcome as you take this step as a Christian family, in the Baptism, -
- and spiritual development of your child.

M The Sacrament of Baptism is someti me &

because it is the first step in beIo

'Sl public expression of faith in Jesus and makes a person eligible to meet him
in the other six sacraments of his church; Confirmation, Holy Eucharist,

Reconciliation/Confession, Anointing of the Sick, Matrimony and Holy Or- s /

S ders .;};5?
6‘~ : v -
) ';' Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to Wy
.= life in the Spirit and the door which gives access to the other sacra- LT:',
W ments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons .,'

and daughters of Godé (From the Cat ec

Church.) 'r‘
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e start of your childds Bapti s muues

e Christian Community welcomes you wit i 0
b W heart of Baptism.  Your baby is becoming part of the Church family ; loved : ’\
and cherished by God. Baptism celebrates this love and the welcoming 2T

of your child. 5./'? -

Things to think about in preparing for Baptism...

Baptism is a sacrament, a graced moment in which we meet God, and

the decision to celebrate this sacrament deserves careful consideration. It e B
ei s the first step i n yteetdirstpublit evendidvehich o G

God expresses His love and mercy towards us by making us His children. '
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The Baptism ceremony is a beautiful opportunity for family, friends and the
whole church to be with you, as you seek Gods presence, blessings, guid-
ance and protection, when you publicly present your child and promise to

love and protect him/her in the light of the Catholic Christian Faith.

By asking to have your baby baptised and received into the Catholic Church;

Avou are making a commitment to bring up your child in the Catholic Chris-
tian Faith, which needs to be nurtured in order for it to grow. One way of
doing this is to introduce the child to regular practice of the faith. You are
the primary teachers of your child in their faith.

Avour promises and efforts now and in the future, will not only help your child
to grow but willalsohelp you to grow in Godds |
child to pray you too will deepen your prayer.

Avou are promising, on your own behalf and on behalf of your baby, to
reject the things that destroy us as people, and to renew your trust in God ﬁ
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and being an active Christian your- -
self. i)

Arou are asking the Parish Church family to help you. We will give you and -~ ,{
your family our wholehearted and prayerful support now and in the fu-
ture.

Things to doé

Parish Preparation

Since baptism is not merely a naming ceremony for your child,
but rather the welcoming of a new Christian into our Parish
Church, it is a community celebration. The community is repre-
sented by the Parish Baptism Team who has received training
in this ministry. Two members will arrange a meeting with you
prior to the ceremony during which they will explain the pro-
ceedings. the requirements for the Sacrament and answer any

The ordinary celebrant of the sacrament is the Parish Priest. If a
guest priest or deacon is requested, permission must be re-
ceived from the Parish Priest.
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Choosing Godparents

In the case of a child it is the parents and
godparents who make the baptismal
commitment on his/her behalf; therefore
they should be able to commit
themselves to teaching the child what it
means to be a follower of Jesus in His
Church by witnessing and living the faith
themselves. The custom of having two
godparents, one of each sex is a fairly
established practice though it is perfectly
acceptable to have just a godmother or

a godfather. A non -Catholic can be a
witness at Baptism but not a godparent
since the godparent has to promise
before God to help raise the child as a
faithful Catholic Christian through his/her
example.

Material Requirements

Baptismal Candle

You will need a baptismal candle for your child. This can be purchased

in a religious /stationary shop. Keep the candle safe after baptism as it
will be used again at the services in preparation for First Holy Commun-
ion.

White Garment

Many families have the tradition of passing a Christening white gar-
ment from one generation to the next. If your family has not had this
tradition perhaps you could start it for this generation.

On The Day
Arrive at the church in plenty of time to meet the priest/deacon and

Baptismal team members. Encourage family members to become fa-
miliar with the surroundings and ensure everyone is able to have a
couple of moments of quiet reflection before the ceremony begins.
This is a sacred and special time when God is present, and it is im-
portant to be conscious and reverent of this during the ceremony.



